Introduction
"Jerome's extensive collection of le ers, which are the fi nest of Christian antiquity, is of the greatest historical importance for his life and times." 1 A conference on le ers and le er-writing of the early Christian and patristic era should therefore include a paper on the contribution of Jerome. He wrote his le ers during the second half of the fourth and fi rst decades of the fi h centuries; which falls in the period which Stowers 2 calls the golden age of Christian le er writing. Many works have recently been published on Jerome's le ers 3 and it is impossible to give a detailed account of Jerome's contribution in this regard in a conference paper -in Jerome's own words: dies me defi ciet.
In order to give a brief overview on "Jerome on Le ers and Letter-writing," I will be looking at Jerome's Le er 57 in the light of Julius Victor's 4 precepts for le er-writing, as stated in his Ars Rhetorica 27.
5
Julius Victor was the fi rst rhetorician to include le er-writing as part of the ars rhetorica. According to Sykutris 6 this work of Julius Victor represents "the best theoretical work on the le er that we possess from antiquity." Le er 57 7 which is also known as the "Liber de optimo genere interpretandi" 8 is one of Jerome's longer le ers 9 and in this le er he defends his approach to translation, but it is more than a treatise on translation. It is in the fi rst place a le er which must be studied with full regard to its historical situation and because of Jerome's vigorous reaction. 10 According to Bartelink this work only partially shows the characteristics of a le er and it is especially the introductory and concluding paragraphs 11 which correspond to the form of a le er. 12 The le er has a strong rhetorical character and displays the structure of a court speech, to be more specifi c, that of the "genus iudiciale." 13 The vocabulary used in the introductory and concluding paragraphs 14 of the le er typically belongs to legal discourse and reminds us more of a court room than a private le er. From the comparison Jerome
